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Draft Municipal Policy Statement Template:
The template can be used by a municipality that has chosen to allow retail sales of

recreational cannabis.
Purpose & Vision

The purpose of this pelicy statement is to provide a format for municipal government input
to the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) as well as help prospective
recreational cannabis retailers in their consideration of location of cannabis retail stores in
(name of municipality).

The AGCO is the provincial authority that licences cannabis retail operators, authorizes
cannabis retail locations and licenses senior store staff. Municipal governments have no
licensing authority.

The AGCO regulates and reviews all aspects of the retail operation including municipal and
public input, that the proposed store location is consistent with the public interest as defined
in the regulations.

The Municipality of ....__.. has chosen to allow retail sales of recreational cannabis. The
following provides municipal staff with guidance on commenting to AGCO when notice on a
specific proposed cannabis retail store site is provided on the site location.

Principles for Cannabis Retail Store Locations:
Relationship to Other Applicable Law:

* Land Use Planning: The provincial licensing process does not remove the requirement to
comply with the zoning by-law and other municipal planning docurnents. The definitions
within the municipality’s Official Plan and Zoning By-law are applicable to all retail, including
cannabis retail stores. Retail sale of cannabis from a provincially licensed store is legal and is
a permitted use in the retail zones.

*  Municipal Building Inspections: while the licencing of the store operation is the responsibility
of the AGCO, the Building Code applies to cannabis retail store locations. Therefore, where a
building permit is required, the building inspector will undertake duties as usual. Fire Code
compliance is also mandatory.
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For the purposes of this policy statement, a cannabis retail store shall mean a store licenced by the
AGCO.

1. Cannabis Retail 5tores and Sensitive activities:
In order to help ensure public health and safety, protect youth and reduce illegal sales,
retail cannabis stores are discouraged where nearby properties are designed to serve
youth including ...

The policy can address types of activities where youth or the potential for illegal sales
or health risk exist. Please note that Ontario Regulation restricts a cannabis retail
store from being located within a distance of 150 meters of a public school or most
private schools. The municipality cannot adopt a greater distance. The distance buffer
would be measured from the property line, if the school is the primary or only
occupant of a building; or

the boundary of any space occupied by the school within the building, if the school
shares space, like in a mall. This distance buffer would not apply to private schools
that hold classes online only, or to First Mation schools located on reserve.

The municipal government may want to suggest other youth facilities such as libraries
and community centres if appropriate, or other sensitive facilities that serve persons
with mental heath or addiction challenges.

The policies cannot be so restrictive that it is impossible to locate a store. Mor can the
policy state a specific number of stores permitted.

It is recommended that should the municipal government choose a separation
distance from a sensitive use that it be a number, not a range and that a rationale for
this distance be provided.

Municipal governments should note that municipal density restrictions on cannabis
retail stores are not permitted under the legislation or regulations. However, itis
possible that the number of cannabis retail stores in one area could in the future be
considered under the public interest criteria in the regulations and merit comment
from the municipal government and community.

2. Cannabis retail stores should not be permitted in:

Any prohibitive statements must be considered through the lens of eliminating illegal
activity, public health and safety or protecting youth and the regulatory definition of
the public interest.

Retail locations, if retail is allowed in a zone other than a commerdial zone, such
concerns may be noted.

How does this prohibition help youth, create a safer environment or limit illegal
activity? A municipal government may choose not to have any prohibitions.
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3. Attached is a map showing the retail/commercial zones of the municipality and the activities
identified in Section 1 above.

A map showing where retail is permitted and the locations of the activities identified in
the first section will be very helpful to the AGCO. Municipal governments may choose
to provide some sample separation distances as concentric rings around the activities
such as addiction treatment facilities etc. to provide sample set backs. The Ministry of
Education is working to identify all schools however; municipalities could also provide
this information.
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