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Policy Type: Foundational 

Policy Title: Intellectual Freedom 

Effective Date: June 2024 

Revision Date: Next Year of Review: 2028 

 

Purpose 
As public organizations, libraries play a key role in supporting and defending intellectual 

freedom. Intellectual Freedom is a core value of libraries and is supported by national and 

international library organizations including the Canadian Federation of Library Associations 

(CFLA), the International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA), the American Library 

Association (ALA), and the Ontario Library Association (OLA). The Canadian Charter of Rights 

and Freedoms establishes freedom of thought, belief, opinion, and expression as fundamental 

freedoms. 

 

BCPL is committed to protecting intellectual freedom across our collections, programs, and 

spaces. This policy outlines BCPL’s adherence to this core library value as well as how the 

Board and Staff support intellectual freedom. 

 

Scope 
This policy applies to all library staff, Board members, and volunteers. 
 

Definitions 
 
Intellectual Freedom is the right of every individual to both seek and receive information 

from all points of view without restriction. It provides for free access to all expressions of 

ideas through which any and all sides of a question, cause, or movement may be explored. 

(American Library Association) 

 

Intellectual Freedom 

Bruce County Public Library supports intellectual freedom by: 

 

 training staff and providing them with the necessary tools and information to uphold 
intellectual freedom and respond to challenges. 
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 providing a welcoming and inclusive environment where information is freely 
exchanged, even if it is unpopular. 

 

 ensuring uncensored access to a wide variety of materials reflecting a diverse range of 
thoughts, ideas, and opinions. 

 

 delivering judgment-free service and respecting privacy. 
 

 valuing and encouraging diversity of thought, expression, and ideas. 
 

 protecting intellectual freedom for everyone – the points of view you agree with and 
the ones you don’t. 

 

 respecting the right of any individual or group to reject library material for their own 
use. 

 

 providing access to information from all points of view without restriction. 
 

 defending everyone’s right to access information without restriction. 
 

 safeguarding free expression and the right to welcoming and inclusive spaces. 
 

 celebrating Freedom to Read Week. 

The Bruce County Public Library Board affirms support for the following statements on 

intellectual freedom: 

 

Canadian Federation of Library Associations Statement on Intellectual 
Freedom and Libraries 
 
The Canadian Federation of Library Associations recognizes and values the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms as the guarantor of the fundamental freedoms in Canada 
of conscience and religion; of thought, belief, opinion, and expression; of peaceful 
assembly; and of association. 

 
The Canadian Federation of Library Associations supports and promotes the universal 
principles of intellectual freedom as defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
which include the interlocking freedoms to hold opinions and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers. 

 
In accordance with these principles, the Canadian Federation of Library Associations affirms 
that all persons in Canada have a fundamental right, subject only to the Constitution and the 
law, to have access to the full range of knowledge, imagination, ideas, and opinion, and to 
express their thoughts publicly. Only the courts may abridge free expression rights in Canada. 

 
The Canadian Federation of Library Associations affirms further that libraries have a core 
responsibility to support, defend and promote the universal principles of intellectual freedom 
and privacy. 



Page 3 of 5  

 
The Canadian Federation of Library Associations holds that libraries are a key institution in 
Canada for rendering expressive content accessible and affordable to all. Libraries are 
essential gateways for all persons living in Canada to advance themselves through literacy, 
lifelong learning, social engagement, and cultural enrichment. 

 
Libraries have a core responsibility to safeguard and facilitate access to constitutionally 
protected expressions of knowledge, imagination, ideas, and opinion, including those which 
some individuals and groups consider unconventional, unpopular or unacceptable. To this 
end, in accordance with their mandates and professional values and standards, libraries 
provide, defend and promote equitable access to the widest possible variety of expressive 
content and resist calls for censorship and the adoption of systems that deny or restrict 
access to resources. 

 
Libraries have a core responsibility to safeguard and foster free expression and the right to 
safe and welcoming places and conditions. To this end, libraries make available their public 
spaces and services to individuals and groups without discrimination. 

 
Libraries have a core responsibility to safeguard and defend privacy in the individual’s pursuit 
of expressive content. To this end, libraries protect the identities and activities of library 
users except when required by the courts to cede them. 

 
Furthermore, in accordance with established library policies, procedures and due process, 
libraries resist efforts to limit the exercise of these responsibilities while recognizing the 
right of criticism by individuals and groups. 

 
Library employees, volunteers and employers as well as library governing entities have a 
core responsibility to uphold the principles of intellectual freedom in the performance of 
their respective library roles. 

 
Approval History: ~ June 27, 1974. Amended November 17, 1983; November 18, 1985; September 
27, 2015. 
Reviewed 2018. 

 

Ontario Library Association Statement on the Intellectual Rights of the 
Individual 
 

In affirming its commitment to the fundamental rights of intellectual freedom, the 
freedom to read and freedom of the press, as embodied in the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms, the Ontario Library Association declares its acceptance of the following 
propositions: 

 
1. That the provision of library service to the public is based upon the right of the 
citizen, under the protection of the law, to judge individually on questions of 
politics, religion and morality. 

 
2. That intellectual freedom requires freedom to examine other ideas and other 
interpretations of life than those currently approved by the local community or by society 
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in general, and including those ideas and interpretations which may be unconventional or 
unpopular. 

 
3. That freedom of expression includes freedom for a creator to depict what is ugly, 
shocking and unedifying in life. 

 
4. That free traffic in ideas and opinions is essential to the health and growth of a free 
society and that the freedom to read, listen and view is fundamental to such free traffic. 

 
5. That it is the responsibility of libraries to maintain the right of intellectual freedom and 
to implement it consistently in the selection of books, periodicals, films, recordings, other 
materials, and in the provision of access to electronic sources of information, including 
access to the Internet. 

 
6. That it is therefore part of the library's service to its public to resist any attempt by 
any individual or group within the community it serves to abrogate or curtail access to 
information, the freedom to read, view and listen by demanding the removal of, or 
restrictions to library information sources in any format. 
 
 

7. That it is equally part of the library's responsibility to its public to ensure that its 
selection of material is not unduly influenced by the personal opinions of the selectors but 
determined by the application of generally accepted standards of accuracy, style and 
presentation. 

 
Approved, OLA Board of Directors, December 2003  

Reaffirmed, OLA Board of Directors, December 2005 

 
 

IFLA Statement on Libraries and Intellectual Freedom 
 
Statement prepared by IFLA/FAIFE and approved by The IFLA Executive Board on 25 March 
1999, The Hague, Netherlands  
 
IFLA (The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions) supports, defends 
and promotes intellectual freedom as defined in the United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.  
 
IFLA declares that human beings have a fundamental right to access to expressions of 
knowledge, creative thought and intellectual activity, and to express their views publicly.  
 
IFLA believes that the right to know and freedom of expression are two aspects of the same 
principle. The right to know is a requirement for freedom of thought and conscience; freedom 
of thought and freedom of expression are necessary conditions for freedom of access to 
information.  
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IFLA asserts that a commitment to intellectual freedom is a core responsibility for the library 
and information profession.  
 
IFLA therefore calls upon libraries and library staff to adhere to the principles of intellectual 
freedom, uninhibited access to information and freedom of expression and to recognize the 
privacy of library user.  
 
IFLA urges its members actively to promote the acceptance and realization of these 
principles. In doing so, IFLA affirms that:  
 

 Libraries provide access to information, ideas and works of imagination. They serve as 
gateways to knowledge, thought and culture.  
 

 Libraries provide essential support for lifelong learning, independent decision-making 
and cultural development for both individuals and groups.  
 

 Libraries contribute to the development and maintenance of intellectual freedom and 
help to safeguard basic democratic values and universal civil rights.  
 

 Libraries have a responsibility both to guarantee and to facilitate access to expressions 
of knowledge and intellectual activity. To this end, libraries shall acquire, preserve 
and make available the widest variety of materials, reflecting the plurality and 
diversity of society.  
 

 Libraries shall ensure that the selection and availability of library materials and 
services is governed by professional considerations and not by political, moral and 
religious views.  
 

 Libraries shall acquire, organize and disseminate information freely and oppose any 
form of censorship.  
 

 Libraries shall make materials, facilities and services equally accessible to all users. 
There shall be no discrimination due to race, creed, gender, age or for any other 
reason.  
 

 Library users shall have the right to personal privacy and anonymity. Librarians and 
other library staff shall not disclose the identity of users or the materials they use to a 
third party.  

 

 Libraries funded from public sources and to which the public have access shall uphold 
the principles of intellectual freedom.  
 

 Librarians and other employees in such libraries have a duty to uphold those 
principles.  
 

 Librarians and other professional libraries staff shall fulfil their responsibilities both to 
their employer and to their users. In cases of conflict between those responsibilities, 
the duty towards the user shall take precedence.  
 


