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Introduction to Sheila Latham

After working as a professional librarian for 33 years, I retired to Southampton in 2008.  
My research, for degrees in Library Science and a PhD in English, my 40+ published books 
and articles, as well as my responsibility for the University of Lethbridge Archives and 
Special Collections , have informed  my knowledge and interest in archives collections and 
research.  As a regular user of the Bruce County Archives, I greatly appreciate the work 
Deb Sturdevant and the Archives staff.  However, I believe the Archives needs more staff 
and more funding support.



The Case for Digitizing Archives

Digitization is now the preferred method for 
preserving and storing our collective 
memory and heritage. 

For over 25 years, digital storage and 
retrieval of archival collections has been 
recommended by archivists and research 
experts in Canada and around the world.  



Opportunities Outlined by the 
Canadian Expert Panel on 

Memory Institutions 





Digital Archives Are: 

--Preferred by a Computer-Literate Public
--Easy to Search (instantly with keywords)
--Available Anytime, Anywhere (24/7)
--Safe for Users (during a pandemic)
--Good for Preservation (preventing damage)
--An Excellent Storage Alternative (saving space) 
--Portable and User-Friendly 
--An Empowering Equalizer for Citizens
--A Route to a Stronger Identity



Our Young People are Growing Up in a Digital World

If we want to make our written cultural 
heritage accessible to our children, digital 
format is key. 

Digital Archives are Preferred by our 
Computer-Literate Canadian Public



Digitized Books and Archives 
Are Easy to Find and Use 

Millions of books and documents can be searched free on the Internet Archive website:   archive.org. 
In the red oval, you will see I searched for the History of the County of Bruce, by Robertson.



Digital Archives Are Easy to Search

I found 4 copies of Robertson’s  History of the County of Bruce in the 
Internet Archive.



Digital Archives are Easy to Search

-- Digitized books are a great convenience, and easy to search instantly, simply 
by using Control + F on the computer keyboard.



Digital Archives Are Easy to Search

In the search box, brought up with Ctl + F, I typed Southampton to search inside.



Digital Archives Are Easy to Search

Every instance of a word can be found (see Southampton in blue);
you can also highlight, and make notes for yourself (great for students). 



Digital Archives Are Available 24/7
from Any Location, Anytime 

Consider that:

The County Archives has limited daytime open hours. 

Many working people are not free to visit when it is open. 

Not everyone has a car to drive to Southampton.

Most school children and some seniors do not drive.

However, digital archives are accessible anytime via personal 
computers and phones.  

Citizens without computers can use computers in public 
libraries to access digital archives online.  



Digital Archives Are Safe for the Public

Gathering to do research now 
poses a health risk during the 
pandemic.  

Masks, as shown on the right, are not 
enough at the Bruce County Archives.  
For public safety, plastic barriers have 
been added, hours reduced, and only 
two people can visit the Archives at 
the same time. Advance 
appointments are required.



Digitization Protects Archival 
Materials from Damage

Books and documents are easily 
damaged by handling and 
exposure to light, as well as by 
fluctuations in temperature and 
humidity.  
White gloves are not enough.

By digitizing fragile materials, the 
information can be made available to the 
public while the originals can be preserved 
in a climate-controlled storage area. 



Digitized Documents Can Be 
Stored in Off-Site Compact Storage

Digitized documents would be stored in a climate controlled storage facility and 
would  need to be retrieved only in very rare or unusual circumstances.  Since 
most people would prefer the digital version, the paper originals wouldn’t be 
needed.

Compact shelving
saves space

Open to alternative 
sites /locations 



Digital Archives Are User Friendly

Page from 1898 Toronto Globe with 
story on Captain Dan MacLeod.

Found in seconds, on my laptop.



Digital Archives Are User Friendly

Digital archives can 
be cut and pasted and 
shared in various 
ways, for visual 
presentations, for 
teaching purposes, for 
personal scrapbooks, 
for school projects, 
etc.



Digitization of Archives is an
Equalizer for Citizens

Southampton residents have an unfair advantage over 
citizens in other Bruce County communities because we 
can easily walk to the County’s Archives. 

Digitization would level the playing field for all citizens in 
Bruce County.  

Citizens will thank you for it. 



What Are Other Counties Doing? 

https://www.elgincounty.ca/2020/01/elgin-county-archives-has-completed-the-
digitization-of-early-elgin-county-newspapers/



Elgin County Newspapers Online

Anyone can search these 12 
digitized newspapers online, 
by keyword, phrase, title, 
or date. 



Elgin County Journal 
Digitization Project 

The Bruce County Archives has a total of only 6719 digitized photos (according to 
the website).  



In 2011 Elgin County
launched a project to 
digitize rural history 
books.

Elgin County 
Local History 
Books Are Now 
Online



PRACTICAL QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

1. HOW MIGHT WE PLAN FOR AN EXPANDED DIGITIZATION PROGRAM?

2. HOW DO WE ASSIGN PRIORITIES TO ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS TO BE 
DIGITIZED? 

3. WHO ARE OUR POTENTIAL COLLABORATORS?  
(Bruce County Historical and Genealogical associations?)



Practical Questions

5. HOW CAN WE OBTAIN THE FUNDS FOR STAFF AND EQUIPMENT? 

I asked the Curator at the Elgin County Museum and Archives how they did it:

--Annually, they have hired students through the Canada Works employment 
program every summer, dedicated to digitizing the collection. 

--Recently, a donor has funded a full-time digitizer for a year.

--They have just spent $12,000 on a full-page newspaper  scanner. 



CONCLUSION:

Improving access to archives is essential to our lives because it 
transfers our social history from the realm of the academic scholar 
to the easy reach of each of our neighbours, whose personal 
identity develops through the stories we share within our local 
community.

Funding and grants for staff and equipment is needed to assist the 
Bruce County Archives to expand upon its current digitization 
program. 



THANK YOU


