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Introduction to Sheila Latham

After working as a professional librarian for 33 years, | retired to Southampton in 2008.
My research, for degrees in Library Science and a PhD in English, my 40+ published books
and articles, as well as my responsibility for the University of Lethbridge Archives and
Special Collections , have informed my knowledge and interest in archives collections and
research. As a regular user of the Bruce County Archives, | greatly appreciate the work
Deb Sturdevant and the Archives staff. Howeuver, | believe the Archives needs more staff
and more funding support.



The Case for Digitizing Archives

Digitization is now the preferred method for
preserving and storing our collective
memory and heritage.

For over 25 years, digital storage and
retrieval of archival collections has been
recommended by archivists and research
experts in Canada and around the world.




Opportunities Outlined by the
Canadian Expert Panel on
I\/Iemory Instltutlons
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LEADING IN THE DiGITAL WORLD: OPPORTUNITIES
FOR CANADA'S MEMORY INSTITUTIONS

The Expert Panel on Memory Institutions
and the Digital Revolution




The Digital Imperative

Digital technology is ubiguitous and enmeshed in the daily existence of Canadians
and operations of governments. Its use has fundamentally altered the way in which

we communicate and network, and the type of records we create.

Together with social media, digital technology has transformed how we produce
and consume documentary heritage. Production has been democratized, resulting in

very significant increases in both the amount produced and the number of producers.
As for consumption, it is increasingly carried out online with Canadians ranking among

the mnsﬂgniﬁ cant consumers of digiml online content in the world.

With content now often digitally born and residing in a myriad of formats and platforms,
it is increasingly beyond the reach of many of the traditional tools that memory

institutions have used to fulfill their mandate of preserving documentary heritage.




Digital Archives Are:

--Preferred by a Computer-Literate Public
--Easy to Search (instantly with keywords)
--Available Anytime, Anywhere (24/7)

--Safe for Users (during a pandemic)

--Good for Preservation (preventing damage)
--An Excellent Storage Alternative (saving space)
--Portable and User-Friendly

--An Empowering Equalizer for Citizens
--A Route to a Stronger ldentity




Digital Archives are Preferred by our
Computer-Literate Canadian Public

Our Young People are Growing Up in a Digital World

If we want to make our written cultural
heritage accessible to our children, digital
format is key.




Digitized Books and Archives
Are Easy to Find and Use
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Search the history of over 486 billion web pages on the Internet.

Internet Archive is a non-profit library of Announcements
millions of free books, movies, software,
music, websites, and more.
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2,236,368 1,017,133 1,056,691 3,416,564 264,500

Terms of Service (last updated 12/3172014)

Millions of books and documents can be searched free on the Internet Archive website: archive.org.
In the red oval, you will see | searched for the History of the County of Bruce, by Robertson.




Digital Archives Are Easy to Search
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| found 4 copies of Robertson’s History of the County of Bruce in the
Internet Archive.



Digital Archives are Easy to Search

-- Digitized books are a great convenience, and easy to search instantly, simply
by using Control + F on the computer keyboard.

ﬂ—-

] ' i
= 5

MHuELES




Digital Archives Are Easy to Search

Find
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In the search box, brought up with Ctl + F, | typed Southampton to search inside.



Digital Archives Are Easy to Search

B Robertson’s history of the county of Bruce.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Reader DC
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R Type here to search

Every instance of a word can be found (see Southampton in blue);
you can also highlight, and make notes for yourself (great for students).

Leading_in_the_Digi...

Robertson's history ...
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50 OTHER TOWNSHIPS SUKVEYED

cardiue, thence to SONINEMPEH ond Owen Sound,
hofield, P.L.5.

arly in 1851 the government, realizing the necessity of taking
sieps to prepare for the large nnmber of would-be settlers who
desired to buy bush farms and make a home for themselves in the
Bruce, issued instructions for the survey into farm
ips of Arran, Elderslie, Saugeen and the residue
lay back of the Lake
Arran was so surveyed by Mr. George Gould for Charles
; P.L.S., Elderslic by G. McPhilips, P.L.S., Sangeen by
Alex. Vidal, P.L.5.,! Huron by R. Jones, P.L. and Bruce by
A. P. Brough, P.LS. These surveys were all completed during
the summer of 1851, except that of Bruce, the survey of which was
brought fo an abrupt termination owing to Mr. Brough having con-
tracted a fatal illness during its progress, causing the work to be
stopped -at the sideline between lots 10 and 112 In addition to the

townships of Bruce and HMuron tha

now the town of Hanover. Here Jo
the first bridze across the river,

, were throwing

ith the men, earrying

preseat; town of Walkerion, ea raft, The

2 river, in many places wide and

a continuous heavy rain, eausing us
rt

P s e o
rather fatigued. Wit
T had 1 trees for my
ved by various eontractors.
1k Fiud Tover T beswme impatient, waiting for the Frenchwoman to
come and fe repented_shouts—which
her eustom. f isrobed as fording the river when she came
to the h

7 miles distant, reach-
eption of five miles of
, the road was being

at the real comfortable hotel, kept

by the late Allan Ca , 1 started to walk to the present village of

re two houses there then. Owing Lo a severe storm

previous h completely closed the outlet of the river at Kin-

cardine) the sand ch was in fine condition for pedestriani But there

were miles of various sized boulders npon which it most_diffienlt to

walk, or step from one to the next ; still worse, 1 found miles of pebbles or
gravel, about as laborious to walk on as hard pe:

* At Baie De Dore was an Indian in camp whors T could, net persuade, for

money or brandy, to feriy me the opposite point, thus saving me four

travel around 1]mm-"h w :\‘ foot or more deep. Further on were

fhreo or four mers Tndian Tami amped for fishing. In one of the wig-

wams I took a short rvi(e:]nrw sleep, and finally reached my destination

following morning, a young Scoteh lass l'luul my own
orhood for a pilot, ne sta Tudian trail for Owen Sound,
twenty-five miles, arriving quite early in the day, tired out.”

“The Jate Hon. Senator Vidal.

“When the serious nature of Mr. Brough's illness heeame apparent his
assistant, Latham B, Hamlin, started for the clearings to obtain help to
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CROWN LANDS AGENT A, McNABR 51
township surveys, a survey of the town-ploi of SONUGAMPSE as
also ordered, and was carried out by R. F. Lynn, P.L.S. Judging
from the large area he laid out into town lots, this officer must havy
had an exaggera dea regarding the pessibilities what was then
expected to be the county town of the new county.

Besides ordering the surveys of these five townships the g
ernment decided to establish an agency of Crown lands
within the county (see Appendix G for copy of Order-in-Council
relating to this), and on .lAu 19th May, 1851, Mr. Alexander McNabb
as Crown Lands mt for Bruce, with SoltHampton
designated as his place of residence. This position Mr. MeNabl
held until his death, which occurred May 1st, 1882 The abov
appointment was followed by a motice in the Gazetfe, June 27th,
1851 (see Appendices G and H), offering for sale lands in the
townships of Brant and Kincardine and the villages of Penetangore
and SeWthampony “ on and after the 5th Ang " on applica-
tion to Mr. McNabb. These were the first lands o i
the connty of Bruce. All of them were known as
the price of which at first was 12s. 6d. per acre? Arri
WMpEeH in August, Mr. McNabh opened his office for the sale of the
lands so offered by the Crown. He also, shortly af d visited
Penetangore for the convenience of would-be purchasers the

was gazetted

man to where he conld obtain medi ment. At Stoney
e B et Capt. Murdosh McLeod, who informed him that there
not a ng vessel in the vieinity, but offered the use of
n (known o
g there just as the men of m-
yrying the invalid on a_stretcher. 3 hm of
time he was placed in the boat and tnken fo Penetangore.
not. b once more the Pl
(it ST (il o, R A (o et o Y A
to Goderich, where, at Rattenbury’s Hotel, this veteran surveyor of Bruce
died n day or so afterward.

Mr. Aloxander MeNabb was born in Lower Canada at The Cedars,
Soulanges County, Oetobor 7Tth, 1800. In his early he wns employed
by Colonel By, during the construeiion of the Rideau Canal. At the time
of his appointment to be Crown Lands Agent for Bruee, he held the position
of bookkeeper for the Crown Lands Department. thirty-one year
his connection with the county of B
attention to the duties of his office
squatters’ rights eame before him
to aveid the “actual settlement™ required by s
settled strictly on their merits. His son, John M
the old homestead at SOUEHAMPEON] is the poss
reminiscences of the early days of the connty of Bruce.

#See Appendix O.
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Digital Archives Are Available 24/7
from Any Location, Anytime

Consider that:
The County Archives has limited daytime open hours.
Many working people are not free to visit when it is open.
Not everyone has a car to drive to Southampton.

Most school children and some seniors do not drive.

However, digital archives are accessible anytime via personal
computers and phones.

Citizens without computers can use computers in public
libraries to access digital archives online.




Digital Archives Are Safe for the Public

Gathering to do research now
poses a health risk during the
pandemic.
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Masks, as shown on the right, are not
enough at the Bruce County Archives.
For public safety, plastic barriers have
been added, hours reduced, and only
two people can visit the Archives at
the same time. Advance
appointments are required.



Digitization Protects Archival
Materials from Damage

Books and documents are easily
damaged by handling and
exposure to light, as well as by
fluctuations in temperature and

hurT\idity. By digitizing fragile materials, the

White gloves are not enough. information can be made available to the
public while the originals can be preserved
in a climate-controlled storage area.




Digitized Documents Can Be
Stored in Off-Site Compact Storage

Compact shelving
saves space

Digitized documents would be stored in a climate controlled storage facility and
would need to be retrieved only in very rare or unusual circumstances. Since
most people would prefer the digital version, the paper originals wouldn’t be

needed.
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Open to alternative
sites /locations




Digital Archives Are User Friendly

Page from 1898 Toronto Globe with
story on Captain Dan MaclLeod.

Found in seconds, on my laptop.




Digital Archives Are User Friendly
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Digital archives can
be cut and pasted and
shared in various
ways, for visual
presentations, for
teaching purposes, for
personal scrapbooks,
for school projects,
etc.

UAPT. D, MACLEOD,"

He was born in Rotbahire, Bcotland,and
came to Canada n 1882, Jlaving secl-
tled im southumpton he went Into tho

fizh burinezs and ba been In It ever
since. I[n 1851 he Lecame one Of the fina

of MacKay, Clark & Co. Captain Mac-
Jeod is n Beotehman if he s anything,
and is one of the best performera of
Scotlisk dances In Canadn.
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Digitization of Archives is an
Equalizer for Citizens

Southampton residents have an unfair advantage over
citizens in other Bruce County communities because we
can easily walk to the County’s Archives.

Digitization would level the playing field for all citizens in
Bruce County.

Citizens will thank you for it.




What Are Other Counties Doing?
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The Elgin County Archives has completed the
digitization of early Elgin County newspapers!

s has scanned and

https://www.elgincounty.ca/2020/01/elgin-county-archives-has-completed-the-
digitization-of-early-elgin-county-newspapers/



Elgin County Newspapers Online
@ Galleries v Explore v About Us v Make A Donation

These historical newspapers are:

Aylmer Enterprise (1869-1870)
Aylmer Express (1881-1948)

Anyone can search these 12

Aylmer Saturday Night (1914) digitized newspapers online,

Aylmer Sun (1890-1914)

East Elgin Tribune (1915-1916) by keywor'd, phf‘GS@, Tlﬂe,

Dutton Enterprise (1881-1889)
Dutton Advance (1889-1949)
Rodney Chronicle (1885)
Rodney Mercury (1887-1918)
Weekly Dispatch (1853-1876)
The Home Journal/Canadian Home Journal (1859-1877)
West Lorne Sun (1902-1918)

or date.

These newspapers are focused on specific areas within Elgin County and contain information about popular events,
advertisements, obituaries and much more, dating as far back as 1853.

Individual newspapers can be searched by entering the name of the newspaper and the year you are looking for or you can
use the advanced search option, entering the name of the newspaper and then sorting by electronic records. You can also
visit our database to see the entire collection: . Newspapers are available in yearly segments or
in individual issues.

Examples of specific search types are outlined here: Search Examples




Elgin County Journal
Digitization Project
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St. Thomas Times-Journal Digitization Project

Two students, hired under the Government of Canada’s Young Canada Works in Heritage Institutions and Canada Summer
Jobs programs, spent three months this summer continuing the ongoing work of digitizing and publishing online photographs

and captions originally published in the St. Thomas Times-Journal, ca. 1950-1985. Since work on this project began in 2009,

more than 30,000 photos and captions have been processed.
]

The Bruce County Archives has a total of only 6719 digitized photos (according to
the website).



Elgin County
Local History
Books Are Now
Online

In 2011 Elgin County
launched a project to
digitize rural history
books.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2011 Bl ST. THOMAS TIMES-JOURNAL
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i HERITAGE: The Women's Institute Tweedsmuir books are invaluable to researchers

Rural history books to be digitized

PATRICK BRENNAN
Times-Journal

If you ever lived in rural
Elgin county, a snapshot of
who you were, where you
lived and what your com-
munity was like will live on at
the Elgin County Archives.

A donation Friday of $6,000
from the Elgin branch of the
Ontario Genealogical Soci-
ety will permit digitization
of Elgin County Women's
Institute Tweedsmuir history

books to continue.

“We ran a similar but
much larger project in 2006-
2007," said Stephen Francom
manager/archivist of the
Elgin County Archives. "We
digitized all of the Tweeds-
muir history books in our
collection, at that ime more
than 50 volumes (covering
maore than 7,500 pages).”

The books are compiled
by members of the Women’s
Institutes.

“They represent the farm

Stephen Francom, standing, manager/archivist for the Elgin
County Archives, points out an original photograph in a
Tweedsmuir history book to Elgin Warden Dave Mennill, left;
Helen Van Brenk, Tweedsmuir curator for the Elgin County
District Women's Institute; and Jean Bircham, treasurer of
the Elgin County branch of the Ontario Genealogical Society.

Bircham presented a $6,000 cheque

Friday to the archives to

support digitization of all the recent history books.

women contributions to their
communities,” said Jean Bir-
cham, treasurer of the Elgin
branch of the Ontario Genea-
logical Society.

“They were compiled in
sections where these women
lived. They are pictures and
stories of the families and
farms and people that lived in
the area and they are invalu-
able for people who are doing
family research and local his-
tory on varlous (subjects)
such as the cheese factories.”

The volumes are converted
to PDF form and made avail-
able online at the i
County Archives website,

A manual process using
acid-free papers and archival
bindings is still the preferred
technique for Women's Insti-
tutes. Typically a Tweeds-
muir history book contains
unique original photographs
and documents.

Each branch has a Tweeds-
muir convener whose job it is
to co-ordinate building the
volumes and having them

tized.

Older physical content in
volumes may be very fra-
gile as it gets older, Francom
said.

“By digitizing them, we
allow people to access that
content without physically
touching the material” he
said.

“It also makes it available
to a wider audience” Bir-
cham said.

“We can let one researcher
at a time come in and look
at this book physically, but if
it's available online to any-
one with & computer and an
Internet connection, an infin-
ite number of people can be
looking at the material at the
same time," Francom said.




PRACTICAL QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

1. HOW MIGHT WE PLAN FOR AN EXPANDED DIGITIZATION PROGRAM?

2. HOW DO WE ASSIGN PRIORITIES TO ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS TO BE
DIGITIZED?

3. WHO ARE OUR POTENTIAL COLLABORATORS?
(Bruce County Historical and Genealogical associations?)




Practical Questions

5. HOW CAN WE OBTAIN THE FUNDS FOR STAFF AND EQUIPMENT?
| asked the Curator at the Elgin County Museum and Archives how they did it:

--Annually, they have hired students through the Canada Works employment
program every summer, dedicated to digitizing the collection.

--Recently, a donor has funded a full-time digitizer for a year.

--They have just spent $12,000 on a full-page newspaper scanner.




CONCLUSION:

Improving access to archives is essential to our lives because it
transfers our social history from the realm of the academic scholar
to the easy reach of each of our neighbours, whose personal
identity develops through the stories we share within our local
community.

Funding and grants for staff and equipment is needed to assist the
Bruce County Archives to expand upon its current digitization
program.



THANK YOU



